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Africa Update 
18.01.2008 
 
Dear All, 
 
Welcome to 2008! 
 
I trust you are all recovering from the festive season. The festive season in 
Zambia is much more low-key than in the West and so it comes and goes very 
quickly. Life doesn’t shut down here over the festive season as people continue 
with their normal day to day business and gift giving hardly happens as people 
struggle to put basic food on the table each day. Being mango season, the many 
mango trees in and around Garneton are currently bearing an abundance of fruit 
and I’ve had quite a few groups of people come and harvest large containers of 
mangoes from my property. My dogs have also enjoyed the fruit that falls to the 
ground. Since the rainy season began a couple of months ago, my property has 
quickly been transformed into a jungle. The growth rate is phenomenal and I will 
be employing slashers now to cut the long grasses. In the meantime the birdlife 
here becomes increasingly prolific and who knows what else lurks within. 
 
I still get visits to the house from a particular water monitor who initially took up 
residence inside a termite hill at the back of my house. Because of the constant 
commotion caused between this large lizard and the dogs, I eventually  
had to find a way of evicting this creature in order to maintain peace and sanity in 
my home life. This ended up being simply and easily done by tipping my compost 
scraps and fallen mangoes through an entrance to his termite hill lair. I had 
already looked down through one entrance of the lair and observed that his home 
was pristinely clean. The monitor lizard has now moved house closer to the 
stream but occasionally I still see him when he visits me just outside one of my 
windows. Life at home has become relatively peaceful again. 
 
In my last update, I featured some of the orphans living in the shanty compounds 
scattered around Garneton where I live. In this update I want to share more 
about the project that I am beginning to develop here. The children photographed 
in this update are some of the children from the shanty compounds who swim 
regularly on hot days in the stream running along my property. These children 
are also often joined by adults who bathe and wash their clothes in the stream. 
Then there are frequent baptism services that happen along the stream banks. 
 
The concept for my project has been progressively taking shape over the year 
that I have spent in Africa. I arrived in Zambia with the idea of setting up an 
orphanage and bible school. In the first two weeks of being in Kitwe, I was shown 
some land in Garneton which I subsequently purchased. The large size of the 
land made it clear that the project here had the potential to incorporate a number 
of different components including a self sustaining enterprise if desired. 
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At home before  the eviction  

 
 
Many of the Zambians here were advising me to make the project as self 
sustaining as possible. Quite naturally, Zambians don’t want to be dependent on 
foreign charity all of their lives when there are resources within their own 
communities which can be developed locally.  At present many of Zambia’s 
resources are benefiting foreign investors with the profits going overseas. 
 
When considering the possible options for running some sort of enterprise on the 
land, the stream running along the longest boundary line of my property was too 
good a resource to ignore and this steered my thinking towards the idea of fish 
farming. Since the stream never runs dry, water from the stream could be fed by 
pumps into a number of commercially sized ponds. Visits to other fish farms and 
to local authorities here further confirmed that this was a viable option for my site. 
Also, since the Zambians living in the province where I am situated have a 
preference for fish over most other meats, they would more than likely travel to 
the farm in person to buy the fish direct and fresh, thus cutting out transport and 
selling costs for the business.  
 
Looking at the general social situation in the area, there is wide spread poverty 
and many families are struggling to meet basic needs. This results in 
malnutrition, sickness and a breakdown in the education of the many children 
here. Those children who lose one or both parents to HIV related illnesses are 
often taken in by relatives who are already struggling to maintain their own lives 
and families.  
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Wherever possible it seems most beneficial to keep orphaned children within 
their extended family networks. This can be achieved through supporting children 
within a family caregiver situation. One way to maintain this is by providing a 
fairly holistic school system that offers both meals and medical assistance as part 
of the school program. Rather then giving money directly to caregiver families to 
spend as they please, this approach ensures that the children actually receive 
the benefits. Otherwise there can be problems with money being spent by 
caregiver families on other non intended items. 
 
Some organizations here are already running very successful education 
programs of this kind. The provided meals attract regular attendance from 
children who would not normally be able to consistently participate in school.  
This allows continuity in their education, nutrition and health-care. Given the size 
of my property and the need in the immediate vicinity, the community here would 
greatly benefit from such a program and a school of this nature could prevent 
more orphans/children from becoming completely destitute. 
 
Not wanting to ignore the needs of those children who are already destitute and 
have nobody to look after them, the property is also large enough to maintain a 
large cluster of cottage style homes where some of these homeless children 
could be properly cared for.   
 
At this stage I am planning to set up all these project components as the required 
resources become progressively available. I am calling the project  
“T he Children of Destiny P roject”  and am currently setting up  
“The Children of Destiny Trust of Zambia” which will hold all project property 
and assets. It is envisioned that capital eventually generated through the fish 
farming enterprise will be used to develop and sustain the project alongside an 
orphan/student sponsorship scheme. 
 
To kick start the project, I will be in Melbourne, Australia during February to 
promote the project and raise funds towards it. If you are interested in finding out 
more about this project or would like to help, I have attached flyers advertising 
two fundraising/promotion events being held on the 2nd and 16th of February. 
Also, feel free to forward these flyers to any other would be interested parties.  
 
I look forward to catching up with many of you Melbournians when I am back. 
 
Take care, 
 
 
 
 
Mike   
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